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Summertime Blues
Who knows what this season will bring? So far it
has been very patchy and there is absolutely no
doubt given the threadbare nature of our water
supply in Harare that we should all be converting
our gardens to something that we can manage with
minimum levels of water usage in the hot dry
months. We have taken advantage of our recent
retirement of a long-serving gardener to reassess
everything we do and make it all much more user-
friendly. So out went the multiple pot plants and the
green lawns and in went microjet systems so that
ranks of needy plants could be watered at the twist
of a tap. If a tree needs winter watering, then it  dies
and is not replaced. The lawn browns off and the
buckets ply their trade between the bathroom, the
pool and the single flower bed we almost maintai  n.
Mulch until you drop!! The borehole gasps along.







Flowering Aloe : Novem ber

We will be posting pictures each month of a
flowering Aloe for this time of year, both to
encourage you all to look to your roots when
deciding what plants to include in your
gardening plans and secondly because
ecologically and from a preservation of plant
diversity point of view it is a good thing to do.
Last month’s Aloe was correctly identified as
Aloe camperi by Caryl Stutchbury. She wins
the coveted place on a Chameleon Safari
early in the New Year. Send your considered
opinions to bo.hoom52@yahoo.com. The
judge’s decision is final and the winner will get
an invitation to a prestigious Chameleon Safari
in January 2015 when they kick-off.

What is this fine Aloe, flowering in
November? Photo b y C. Stutchbury
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Aloe camperi very happy in Harare
And thriving under extremely neglectful
conditions

Aloe tenuior var tenuior a blaze of colour in
the hot summer months. Photo by Caryl
Stutchbury




Indigenous tree:

The Wild Mango, Cordyla africana, a giant in its natural habitat and makes a beautiful
specimen tree in a large garden. Usually found along low-altitude rivers, enjoying deep
alluvial soil. Prolific fruit or rather pod-bearer and is at its best when flowering during the
hot months leading up to the rainy season when the tree can be a blaze of upright,
orange-yellow flowers. Much loved by the beasts of the forest!!!! Photo taken at
Senungukai Campfire Project, part of the Hippo Pools stable and about 12 kilometres
upstream on the Mazowe River. Tree Zimbabwe no 281 in Trees of Southern Africa by
Keith Coates Palgrave and updated by Meg Coates Palgrave .

. Hope to see you all on the 30" November at 25 Trafalgar Avenue in Sentosa, otherwise at the
Christmas function on the 14 December.

Mafungi




